TWO INCOMES THE NORM...AND THE NECESSITY

or two-parent families, two earners is the norm, and it has been that way for many years.

Even in 1980, only about one-third of these families (31%) relied on a single earner. By

1990, this had fallen to just 19%, and in 2007, to 14%. If we include older children with
employment earnings, and other income-earning relatives that may be in the family, a
remarkable 85% of today’s two-parent families have at least two earners in the household.
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earner household heads. Government income transfers and the redistributive effects of income taxes
have kept these families from falling even further behind.

FAMILY LENS

The general increase in the number of income earners per family has no doubt contributed to
higher family incomes over the past several decades. But regardless of the number of earners,
many of today’s families are walking a financial high wire, as increases in spending and debt loads
have far outpaced gains in income. For more information on these trends, read
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